
 

FOR RELEASE: Feb. 5, 2021                     CONTACT: Dept. of Communications/Community Outreach, 443.809.5908] 

BCPS press releases are available online.  

  

Virtual presentation by civil rights activist, educator 

Theodora Lacey to be one of the highlights of Black 

History Month at Northwest Academy of Health 

Sciences 
 

TOWSON, MD – The students of Northwest Academy of Health Sciences will soon speak with an activist 
who has spent most of her life fighting for civil rights – sometimes alongside the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 
 
Theodora Lacey helped organize the Montgomery bus boycott and support her father’s growing ministry 

in Alabama. Her father helped recruit Dr. King to become the pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 
Montgomery, and her mother was childhood friend of Rosa Parks. Later in life, Lacey and her husband 
were active in fighting for voting rights and fair housing. They also led the effort to integrate schools in 

New Jersey, where she was a teacher for over 35 years. In honor of her work, an elementary school 
bearing her name opened in Teaneck, N.J., this school year.  
 

Lacey was invited to speak and answer questions by one of her former students, Jennifer Sierra, now a 
Northwest Academy world language instructor.  
 

“Mrs. Lacey is an exemplar of ‘living history,’” said Northwest Academy Principal Michael Jones. “Her 
virtual presentation will be one of the highlights of our school’s Black History Month celebration.” 
 

At the school, each week of the month has a theme. Week one will explore Black Lives Matter and social 
justice issues, and students will be encouraged to participate in a schoolwide essay contest. Week two 
will focus on Black professionals, and students will see short videos of professionals talking about their 

careers and the importance of their heritage. The third week will celebrate the power of Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and the Divine Nine Greek organizations, and students will see 
videos from HBCU graduates and sorority and fraternity members. To cap the month, week four will 
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highlight the Black diaspora through Africa, South America, Caribbean, and elsewhere. During the final 

week, students will also participate in a schoolwide Black history trivia contest, sponsored by the 
school’s Black Saga group, led by social studies teacher Thomas Thompson.  
 

Throughout the month, students can also participate in a Black History Month T-shirt contest, led by 
business education teacher Karla Owens-Moody, and a poster/design contest, sponsored by the school’s 
visual arts chair Gina Beto. The Black History month committee is led by social-emotional learning 

teacher Judith Barrera and science teacher Natasha Wedderburn, with contributions from Spanish 
teacher Margaret Madgar, social-emotional learning teacher Cherrie Williams, para-special educator 
Charles Priddee, and Spanish teacher Lourdes Rivera-Muniz.  

 
Jones is excited to witness the student growth. “Many of us recognized the need to provide a space for 
our students to be heard,” said Jones. “We saw the impact of our team’s work during Hispanic Heritage 
Month and realized that we cannot limit any of our students’ agency and expression to one month, one 

week, or one medium. I sincerely hope these events and discussions become the norm in our school 
community.”  

 

# # # 

 

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
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